Arizona Foosball League Overview
HOW IT WORKS

Teams

Each team consists of three players.  These can be any three players, of any playing level, who wish to be teammates.  Each team chooses a “home field” from among the participating sports bars, at which they will play all of their home games.  A typical season will have anywhere from 10-20 teams based at 6-10 locations around Phoenix and surrounding areas.

Handicaps
Players are handicapped in order to help even the field and improve competition.  The initial handicap is determined by the player's official VIFA rating [if applicable], his/her performance in local tournaments, and/or a previous league rating.  Handicaps adjust weekly depending on players' performance in league matches.

Schedule

Matches are played on a weeknight (usually Tuesday or Wednesday) at 7:00pm, and usually last between 2-3 hours.   A typical season runs 3-4 months, depending upon the number of teams enrolled, and whether your team makes the playoffs.  Each team will play half of its matches at its home location, and the other half away.  (Note that since teams are grouped into conferences based upon location (e.g., East & West) and will play most of their games within their conference, you will find that most away games are not far from your home base.  Occasionally (normally once per season), teams are scheduled for cross-conference games, and will travel across town to meet a team from the opposing conference and check out their stomping grounds.

Match Play

League matches consist of a variety of game versions, including 1-on-1 games, doubles, and triples (3-on-3).  Some of the games styles include:

   Doubles - each player plays a game with each of his/her team members

   1 on 1 (Singles, Goalie War, and Forward Shootout) – each team member will play in only two of these three game types per match, so there are good strategic opportunities here to assign your players and match-ups at the start of the match.

   Team Roto - teammates rotate positions after each point scored

   2 Ball Rollerball – 2 balls at once!  (This one gets crazy fast…)
You can reference match score sheets at the arizonafoosball.com website to see the exact layout and flow of the match.
Cost

$45 per season if paid before the 3rd week of the season; $50 thereafter.  (This breaks down to approximately $3-4 per week, depending on season length.)

Payouts & Awards
Most of the entry fees collected are returned to the players at season end through various prize categories.  There are both team and individual awards, such as final team standings, overall league champion, "Forward Shootout Champion", "Goalie War Champion", etc..  Winners of all prize categories also receive a cool pendant to sport their title.  Individual prize categories are varied enough so that no matter what your strength or weakness, or how high your team ranks in the standings, you will find that you are often in the running for one or more of the titles.  And, remember, all matches are handicapped – so if you are a less experienced player with a good goalie shot, for example, you may well earn the coveted Goalie War title!
Also, host bars sometimes contribute additional prize money.
The total cash prize pool depends on the number of teams/players.  Last season’s payouts approached $2200.

Each team member will also receive a free league t-shirt.
Host Locations

There are 7 locations currently participating (each with 1-4 tables), and each location may host up to 2 teams per table.  So there should be no problem representing any location you'd like   Here is a list of locations:

   Bull Shooters (NW Phoenix)  Map
   MVP Sports Bar (NW Phoenix) Map
   Clicks Billiards (Central Phoenix)  Map
   Duke's Sports Bar (Scottsdale) Map
   Chasers (Scottsdale) Map


   The Sets (Tempe) Map
Organization & Process

There is a League Coordinator for the league, and a captain for each team, described below:

League Coordinator
The coordinator is the general overseer of the league.  He/she is responsible for updating the weekly standings and statistics, as well as being the final word on rules, disputes, and any other league related issues. 

Team Captains
The captain of each team is responsible for bringing the updated player ratings and score sheet to each match (available at the arizonafoosball.com website).  Although only one set of these is necessary to play a match, each captain is required to bring them in order to avoid the circumstance where each team assumes the other will bring the documents, neither one does so, and the match cannot be properly set up or played.
After the match, the captain of the winning team is responsible for delivering (via fax, email, ftp, mail, or in person) the completed score sheet to the league coordinator.
Team captains also receive a key to the league tables, which will allow him/her to open any of the tables in order to handle minor issues such as a broken player figure or a coin jam.  There will be a small box of parts (men, pins, hammer, etc.) inside one table at each location.

HOW TO JOIN

There are several ways to get involved in the Arizona Foosball League:

1) Visit the “Leagues” section of our website http://www.arizonafoosball.com .  You can get answers to many questions there, as well as browse through past seasons’ statistics, standings, etc.  To join, simply visit the “Join” link on the menu bar there.

2) Email us at league@arizonafoosball.com .

3) Call us at (602) 751-8818

Here are some things you should provide when you contact us:
1. Would you like to be on a team, or available as a substitute?

2. Do you know other players that you would like to team with?

3. Which location would you like to represent?  You can list these in the order that you prefer.

4. Give a rough estimate of your playing level (beginner, rookie, semi-pro, pro, etc.)

5. Do you know anyone else interested in the league?
6. Questions or suggestions are always welcome!

Important!

If you don't really understand how the league works, don't worry!  There are lots of friendly players who’ve done it before, a League Coordinator to help out, and above all, it really is quite simple once you get started.

Hope to see you on the field!
Bill Nolan

Arizona Foosball

(602) 751-8818

http://www.arizonafoosball.com
